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82 Thomas, you are at it this Morning! 
Cob. Yes, Maſter, I muſt work, or elſe there 
1 Is no eating at my Houſe. 
ci. Why your Trade and mine in that Re- 
ſpect is ſomewhat alike. 
Cob. No, Maſter, but very little! Two Hours | 
| of a Sunday is not like twelve long Hours every 
| Day, Sir, . 
Cur. But don't you think I am forced to work 
as hard as you all the Week to get ready for 
Sunday. $40; 
+ |» Ci. Work all We Week, Lie? No, no, your 
"$5 Work's ready done for you. Tis old Work, 2, 
indeed, and fo far it reſembles mine, and per- _ 
haps you may Zack it together a little: But you _ 
have no hammering either of Leather or Brains 
about your Work. The Coblers of former Days 
took Care : of vou, Sir. Old Anarews and Stil- =_— 
4 : * 2 FED * | _— 
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__ were born. TiO a happy — When a 


Don't you think fo? "i 
Cur, Well, but, Thomas, you ſay you muſt 
work, or elſe there is no Eating at your Houſe, . 
Come, you ſhall eat and drink heartily to Day 
all at free coſt, I aſſure you. There is a brave 
Entertainment, at two o Clock at the Split-crow, 
given by two very worthy Gentlemen, and there 
will be ſpecial Company for you, Thomas, there 
will be the M. of B. and Dr. P——o," Mr. 
Juſtice A——-2 the Mercer, and Mr. S—r and 
He Apothecaries, there will be Mr. Oliver 
Jes and honeſt Tom P——1, who cries New- 
caſtle Salmon, and roars a M-——g h louder than 
any Man in the Town: And I Thall be there 
| myſelf, and you ſhall fit next me. — A brave 
Company, Thomas! 

Cb. A brave and ſpecial Set truly! and all 

theſe to dine at the Split-crow / Good Lord ! 
where can they fit? The Houſe is no bigger than 
a good Pig-ſtye, and not one bit cleaner, I am 
_ afraid there's ſome dirty Work going forward, 
by pitching upon ſo dirty a Houſe. An elegant 
Entertainment at the Split- crow] ha, ha, ha! 
O dear, I ſhall ſplit my Sides with Laughing, 

Cur. Come, Thomas, give me your Hand.. I 
| ſhall ſet you down in my Liſt. I'Il aſſure you, 
"twill turn to good Account at the laſt, 

Cob, Well ! I like your Joke, I tell you, Sit. 
For we Coblers live * the N And fancy 


you 


£ 


- 1a 
you Gurates find ſome little Benefit, don't you, 
| Sir? After the Apothecary has made his Bill as 
long as he can, and the Phyſician finding no 
more Darby forthcoming, puts the -Half-pence 
upon the Eyes, and then yaur Harveſt comes at 


Lofts A good filken Streamer in your Beaver, 


a Pair of black Shammies, and now and then a 
. Hoop for the biggeſt Finger you have. 
Come, come, Sir, theſe Lafts are no bad Things. 

Cur. Why, there's certainly ſomething in what 
you ſay. I have no Averſion to ſuch Perquiſites. 
The ſilk Hatband, Thomas, you know, will 
ſerve to oblige ſome honeſt Girl or ſo, as we Fel- 
lows of Colleges have no Wives. 


Cob. Ods-blues! Maſter, you talk of Preſents 


to boneſt Girls, have you heard of the Engage- 


ment in the Wood: there's Work for you I the 


Wood there juſt by che London Road, by Shot- 
over Hill? _ 

_ Cur. No, Thomas, I never trouble my Head 
about News: But will * dine with me at the 
Split-crow. 


Cab. 1 don't love, Sir, to be too haſty. in b 


Promiſes: But 1 would fain have you hear 


this Story of the Wood. Dis really a ſerious 


Affair, and worth enquiring into. 

Cur. For my Part I don't know what you are 
talking about; 1 only want to. know if you'll 
dine with us, 


Cob. Why, then, Sir, I Il tell you the Report, - 


You know firſt of all that — and CGoblers 
are Fleſh and Blood as well as other Folks; 
and ſometimes, in warmer Weather than ordina- 
ty, are as ſubject to Temptations as other People. 

Car, 
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(6) 
Cur: Prithee let us talk of Eating and Drink- 
17 Why I think. that's as bad as what I am 
upon. You want to draw me to Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs, and you won't hear what I have 
to ſay to ſomething like Chambering and Wan- 
fonneſs. Now, Sir, if you'll hear me firſt, P11 
' liſten to you afterwards, I afſure you mine is an 


excellent Subject for your next Sunday's Preach- 


ment. For you know, Sir, boring ſhould be 
| Pulpit-thump'd as well as Popery. 


. "Cur. Why, Thomas, you give me noble In- 
ſtructions truly. 


Cb. I am glad you like them, Sir. I bad al- 
ways a Value for you, that's true. I would have 


vou change your Stile a little, and not be always 


leading the poor Pretender ſuch a weary Life.— . 
Poor Creature of him! why he's as fafe as fafe 
can be, away from us. I don't think he'll ever 
do us any harm. For m ny Oo Im of an caſy 
| Diſpobtion, and one of the Bray Breed; quiet 
under any Government; happy under his preſent 
Majeſty, and if there was another here, it would 
de all one to Thomas; I ſhould be glad to Heel- 
a Pair of Shoes now and then for him; 
one Man's Money is as good as another. And 
dont doubt but you, Sir, would tickle hin up 
with a little ſomething pretty, in hopes of a Ca- 
nonry of Vindſor, or ir ion ſuch ſnug Thing.— 
Come what ** talking about Folks over the 
Herring |. Let us come to the Point. 
Cur. Why, the Point is, whether you'll dine 
with me? 


* 


(7 1 
Cob. Since wehava Time enough, Sir, III tell 
you. then. You muſt know not long ſince a 
young wanton Courtezan and an old Baud were 
got loun "fx under that ſame. Wood about two 


Miles off, 1 ſuppoſe. to be out of the reach of the 
Proctors, for they are mortal Enemies to ſuch 
Sort of Game; and who ſhould come by but a 
certain Curate, who had been foddering his Flock 
at ſome Place not far off; and ſpying theſe Gen- 
try in ſuch an idle Situation, he rode up to them, 
whether with an Intent to chaſtiſe them for 
ſpending the Lord's Day fo idly, or what elſe, 
you'll hear by and by. 
1 Cur. I don't care, F 3 to bear any more 
. 
Cob. Ods-blues, Sir, hear it out. I know you 
go that Way yourſelf; but what then: An in- 
nocent Man need not fear any Report, you know, 
Sir. * 
Cur. Well, but 1 don't cue to encourage idle 
Stories. 5 

Cob. Why, but, Sit, you can't tell what story 
tis, till you hear all the Circumſtances of it 
You know Will Luberkin, who lives at the little 
Houſe at the foot of the Hill. Vi heard the 
whole Matter, and. was an Eye-witneſs, thro a 
Hedye, of all the Whole Tranſaction, and he's 
ready to ſwear to it. before any Fuftice alive — 
Look you, tis very remarkable, he vows 'twas. 
of Eaſter Sunday laſt in the Afternoon; of all the 
Days in the Year ; and that you know is a * 
noted Day. 8 

- Cur, Well, and what of all this? 
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8 | 
ns. Why, Sir, Vill tells me that the Curate 
came off 4 handſome with them. He gave 
them a Shilling a-piece, and had the Courage 


too to deſire a ſecond Meeting on another Sun- 


day ; II Warrant you had he been à Rector, the 
Girl had got a new Pair of Stockings out of 
him. — But you know 207, a Year, Sir, won't 


afford more from a poor Curate. Is 


Cur. Well, Thomas, with what deſign do you 


eel me this ? 


Cob. Why, Sir, out of pure good Nature. 1 


A6 you ride by there every Sunday; and who 


can tell what traps theſe Gypſies may ſet, to 


catch a Man in an unguarded Hour, Tis ve 


dangerous I'll give you my Word, Sir: For Vill 
tells me the young one is a naughty Hildon ; 
no ſounder than ſhe ſhould be, and therefore out 


of pure love I'd have you ride by without look- 
ing Sas the Wood-Side: For theſe Woods 


de queer Places. The Hedges have Eyes, and 


| the Trees overlook you; ſo that let the Wench 


be ever ſo tight Leg and Darby, beware, Sir. 
I would not have you injur d in any one Part of 
your Corporation. 

Cur. Well, Thomas, 1. thank you kindly; ; 
here's half a Crown for thee, but prithee quaſh 
this Story as much as you can; for People will 


be apt to think it was I, becauſe I go that Way. 
Tell all People, tis a ſcandalous Lye, and that 


(if there is'any Room for it) the Gentleman will 
5 them in Jail for talking about it. Bring your 
riend Will to my Chamber Tueſday Night next, 
(but be ſure don't come till tis quite dark) has 
ſtop 


„ 
Top his Mouth with Money, and thing with 4s 
; ned. as you can eat and drink, for I have ſome 

Mo put m my Hands to be diſtributed in 
a Uſes, Thomas. | 
Cob. Thank you, Maſter ; I'll do honour to 

our, Commands; but I can't promiſe you for 

ils Towerdlineſs : For he's an 5 915 1 
neſt Dog as ever lived, - But III tr 

him, Sir. He's at preſent out of * ho" 
perhaps the King's Pictures may have ſome In- 
fluence. with him. 
Cur. Well, Thomas, now to the Point. —1 
know you are a Freeholder, and I don't doubt 
but youll oblige me with your Vote for my 
Friends; as far as you can in Conſcience: And 
that's all I deſire. 5 

C. Very fair! and honeſtly b ken, Sir. 

_ Cur. Why then you know, Thomas, there is 
a great Struggle in the Foy, for ae at = 
next Election. 5 * 

Cob. I underſtand you, * 82 : 

Cur. You know 28 the Outery is Fad 2 
Old Intereſi Men, and I ſuppoſe you 3 — what 
they mean by Ola Intereſt. 

Cob. Yes, Sir, very well. The Old Intereſt 
ate brave Gentlemen truly. They ſerve us at 
their own Expence, Sir; they take no Places nor 
Penſions; they ſpend their own Money, and try 
all they can to bring England to its old boned 
Situation, to ſubſiſt I mean without Soldiers and 
Taxes. A happy Condition that truly, I wiſh 
I could once uy 4 I ſhould then afford to drink 

B a many 


i 
$ 


. 


now, Sir. 


Cur. Why, Thomas, you don't look upon 


theſe to be boneſt Gentlemen, do you? 
Cob. Oh thoroughly honeſt, Maſter | or elſe 
there i is no ſuch Thing. 

Cur. Poh! tis all Farce, tis nothing but a 
meer Pretence, Thomas; I thought you had 
more Underſtanding. Don't you think hey are 


Honeſter Men, who ſpend their time in abuſing - O 


a Popiſh Pretender. 
Cob. No in good Faith. Here's a trade about 
aÞPoor Pretender. Why don't you preach a- 


gainſt the unchriſtian Jews? A vagabond Set 


of Wretches that carry more Danger with them 


many a good Cup of Comfort more than 1 can 


— 


by half. I wiſh they don't buy our Country, 


and then turn Raſcals to his Majeſty. Now, 
Sir, in my Opinion tis wrong to be always in- 
veighing againſt the Pretender. You know in 
ſome Caſes he's a neceſſary Sort of a Spark. If 
you want a new Levy, 'tis but feigning a Plot, 
and let the Pretender be at the Bottom, and 
the Buſineſs is done: Tis not right certainly to 
be always abuſing ſuch a neceſſary Friend to 
Government; but you Clergy are ſtrange un- 
grateful Folks ; you are always abuſing the De- 
vil too; why you know, Sir, if there was no 
Devil, you'd have no Buſineſs. Touch both 
gently then. Shew no nne, tis an vgly 
Vice. 


Cur. So, Thomas, you are quite a Dictator, 


but I can tell you, your Old Intereſt Men are 


no 


* 


$0 
no Friends to Government, becauſe they a 
preach againſt Popery as we Whigs do. i 
Cob. As I have had the Happineſs of an Ox- 
ford Education, tho' but in a Cobling Way, 
et by converſing with my Betters and ſome 
earned Men, Iam ſo much improy'd, that in 
ſome Caſes, I think, I can diſpute as well as a 
Taberder of Queen's College. 
Cur, What ſignifies that? 1 
Cob. Why, Sir, III tell you, I think what 
you advanc'd about preaching againſt a Popiſh 
Pretender carries no Concluſion with it. 
Cur, What Fault do you find with it, Thomas? 
Cob. Why in the firſt Place, Sir, you fay you 
preach every Sunday againſt a Popiſh Pretender 
and againſt Popery ; and therefore you conclude 
you are a better Friend to Government than the 
Old Intereſt Men. 45 

. Cur, ] do fay fo, and fo conclude. 

. Cob. Then 1 ſay tis no Concluſion at all. Let 
us ſift it a little, my good Maſter. — You fa 
. you preach againſt Popery, ergo (is not that the 
Term in the Schools at Lent) you are a better 
Friend to Government than Old Intereſt Men. 
I ſuppoſe you mean if they preach for Popery, 
or don't preach at all. Don't you. ſee how incon- 
cluſive you are. Come I won't tie you down 
to Mood and Figure (as they call it.) But I fay 
that if they do not every Sunday preach againſt 
Popery, they may be as good Friends to the 
Sovernment as you, I aſſure you I might have 
ſaid better. The preaching and inculcating 

moral and religious Duties tend to the Support 


11 and 


629 
and Preſervation of Government: Render to Cæ- 
far the Things that are Cæſar's, can never come 
from the Mouth of an Enemy to Cæſar; and 
ſuch Preachers are as good. Friends as the Go- 
vernment defire, —But to be always crying down 
the Pretender {a poor Creature never read of in 
Scripture) and to l this the Teſt of being a 
Friend to King George, I mean by tacking on 5 
Name to every Sermon, is no real mark of Friend- 
| ſhip to his Majeſty ; tis fiſhing after Preferment, 
and what, I dare ſay, his Majeſty inwardly laughs 
at, and deſpiſes as venial Duty: — I deny there- 
fore the Inference, and do aver, that for proving . 
- yourſelf in this Manner a better King George's 
Man, your Conſequence neceſſarily makes you 
22 worſe Chriſtian, becauſe, Charicy hoperh all 

—_. - 

Cir. Thomas, I can't take the drift of your 

Argument. 

Cob. Then Vl endeavour to help you out. If 
you acted the Part of a good Chriſtian, you ſhould 
not raiſe uncharitable Cenſures : You ſhould not 
condemn Old Tntereſt Men, for not bawling every 
Sunday againſt the Pretender, as ſo many Ene- 
mies to his Majeſty ; this is unchriſtian, uſe 
a Man may be a very honeſt and faithful Subject, 
who has loſt his Speech, and can't preach at all: 
A man may be a faithful Subject, who is not 
ordain'd to preach, and fo, Sir, 1 hope now you 
take the drift of my Argument? 

Cur. But you muſt know, my Friend, that we 
of the Curt Purty know who and who's toge- 
ther : And tho ve don't ever hear theſe Gen- 

tlemen 


( 13 ) 
"has inculcate any Thing but religious and 
moral Duties, yet we know the Hearts of them 
very well. 

Cob. Worſe and worſe (till! my Bible (it is an 
old black Letter d one indeed, but perhaps yours 
is a new Sort of one) tells me that no one knowẽ-s 
the Hearts of man but God alone. . How lay 
you now, Sir?) 

Cur. Why, Rrietly ſpeaking, L believe you are 


00% Then Ill make one juſt Inference for you}. 


rig 


and conclude that ſtrictly ſpeaking you are wrong. . 


And therefore I fay that in preſuming to judge a 
Man to be a Facobite, or an Enemy to his preſent 
_ Majeſty, in his Heart, whoſe Doctrines are to 
recommend all moral and religious Duties and 
Chriſtian Obedience to all that are-in Authority, 
is a Violation of the Laws of Chriſtianity, and 
what no Chriſtian Government will ever — 
I hope ſo at leaſt, _ 

Cur. Then I ſuppoſe you would have me 
thought a greater Enemy to Government than a 

le — quiet Ola Intereſt Man? 


Cob. Verily $0, . Uncharitable ** : 


tend to alienate the Affections of very, good Sub- 
jets. Tis really provoking to be always ſul- 
pected, and miſrepreſented for being quiet Men; 
and was I King George (as I am 2 a Cobler) 
I'd look upon all ſuch as Diſturbers of my Sub- 
jects Tranquillity, and Men who ſtudy d Not to 
be quiet. 

Cur. Aye, T homas, when you are * 
ſhall be * govern ML Fry 


(14) 

Cub. No Matter for that, Sir; you Nibul: not 
quit moral Duties for the Sake of preaching up 
olitical Principles, in hopes of Advancement. 
You ſhould not make your Pulpits, Places of 
Abuſe and Scandal ; nor your Churches as Mar- 


| ket Places to roar and huzza, down with the 


Old Intereſt, and damn the Pretender in. © Ho- 

« lineſs becometh God's Houſe ; but thus ye 

«© make it a Den of Thieves.“ 

„ bs Thomas, you begin to be warm 
with me ? 

Cob. It vexes me a little, Sir, to ſee you fo 
dull : I bate diſputing unleſs there is ſome Argu- 
ment in the Caſe: And as I have been hitherto 
diſappointed, I forgot I was a Cobler, and fo 1 
am apprehenſive, you think, I uſed you as One. 
But come, Sir, now we are quite cool, You 
muſt own that you have the worſt of the Argu- 
ment hitherto, and if you can play no better a 
Stick, Maſter, I'm confident you l never break | 
one Head. 

Cur. But I cannot give up one Point, 1 mean 
that the abuſing of * is doing Good 1 to the 
Government. 

Cob. No, Maſter ! don't be too tenacious” of 
a Nothing. Publick and repeated Declamations 
againſt the Pretender will make People think he 
has a Right to the Crown of England; or elſe 
(they'll fay) why do the bigs take ſo much 


Peains to prove he has none; and by thus ſtorm- 


ing about nothing, You'll unſettle Mens Minds, 
make them ſuſpicious of his preſent Majeſty's 
* which elſe ny had never dreamt of, 

and 


1 


„ : 
and put us upon the Torment and Trouble of 
tuning their Heart Strings to their native Sin 
plicity and honeſty again. If ſuch Men are not 
| 9 to Government, who are I pray? _ 
Cur, Finely argued indeed! So you think we 
are Enemies to King George, for abuſing the 
Pretender, don't you? NY I 
Cob. Yes, verily! and was I King George, I 
tell you, I'd encourage none, who thus create 
an unneceſſary and hurtful Diſturbance : Can't 
you ſtudy to be quiet, and let his Majeſty reign 
in Peace ? | 3 
Cur. Which Way muſt I pleaſe you, Thomas? 
Cob. Why, I've told you; mind your proper 
Buſineſs as I do. Don't embrace Popery, nor 
make it more ſignificant than it is. Remember 
old Gamalie/s Advice, let them alone: For if 
this Work be of Men, it will come to Nought; 
but if it be of God, oppoſing it will be fighting 
againſt God! — The worſt Battle you can un- 
dertake, I aſſure you, Maſter. N 
Cur. You deal mightily in Scripture, Thomas, 
to Day. 2 -- „ „ 
Cob. Aye, Maſter; tis brave reading in my old 
Bible. It makes me a Match ſometimes for a 
Divine, when I catch one, who has ſpent his 
Time in political Employments, and forgot his real 
Maſter for the ſake of worſhipping Mammon. 
There again, Sir: Oh! that Bible is an excel - 
11% 7 55 . 
Cur. So You would not have the Clergy med- 
dle with any Thing but Divinity? A 


1 8 


— 


Cob. 


„ 
| Cob. I would have them mind heavenly things; 
1 would not have them become the Pack-H orſes 


of an Election; I ſhould not love to ſee them 


laden with ſcandalous Informations, with offen- 
ive Lies, Pimpings, Cenſures, Abuſes; nor with 
any Thing inconfifient with their Profeſſion. 
For by this Means they will give the Enemy an 
Opportunity of paying them with Intereſt, Every 
one will be apt to ſay, Sir, Thou that teacbeſt 
apother he ſhould not defame, -Doft thou defame ? 
or thou that preacheſt to another he ſhould neg lect no 
Duty ; Doſt F renounce Chriſtianity for Pelf ? 
Such like Reflections will be natural, and cutting. 
And theſe Things ought not to be. 
Cur. Well, Thomas, You ſhall have the Lau- 


rel; Ill give the Point up to Vou.— But what 
think you if you ſhould be applied to by the 
D. of M. in Perſon ? That wil No an Honour 2 
for You! F , 
Cob. We. Coblers take but little Delight i 
empty Honour; Honeſty I admire, I can't 8 
a Duke's Queſtion not I; and Ten to One if 
he'll reliſh my Anſwer. 80 J fancy he'd better 
ſtay in his Palace than come to my Stall. But 
pray what is it he is to aſk me? If it be for my 
Vote, I'm ſure he has no. Buſineſs to aſk That; 


for II am told He is Lord Something of the Coun- 
ty, and that the Laws forbid a] ſuch Men to 
meddle with Elections. | 

Cur. No, Thomas, no; You are quite out 
there: I know of no Law 2 what 


Cob. 


Vou fay. 


8. 
* 


675 
Cob. Aye, Sir, but I do; ; or el my Gt upon 


Littleton deceives. me. 


Cur. Come, Thomas, I won't trouble my Head 
with Cook upon Littleton : You ſhall have it with- 
out rumaging your Law Books, that a Lord 
Something (as you term it) has no Right to in- 
terfere in Eledtions tor Members of the Houſe 
of Commons. 


"* Cob. Then, now, Sir, 1 hope I am beſt Lawyer, 


and beſt Divine: And as for Cobbling 1 Lou 


may claim if You like it. 

Cur. Upon my Word, Thomas, I own it. 
Cob. Well but, Sir, ae are now convinc'd, 

and think it, I bope, a great Impoſition that the 


| honeſt Freeholder's Vote muſt be requir'd by every 
one, who has nothing to do with it. My Lord 


knows who comes and inſiſts on my voting for 
the Lord knows what —If I had done fo, Ill 


Warrant you ſome Folks had ſet me down for 
an impudent Fellow, tho a Freeholder. 


Cur, Well but what ſay You to Me, Thomas: 
T am not prohibited canyaſling. AP Xav 
N the enſuing Election 
b. Why yes, Sir, I am. 

Cur. For whom? | | 

Cob. For the honeſt Old Intereſt, a Wennan 
and Daſhwoed. 

Cur. Well but, Thomas, how came You to 


engage for Vour Vote ſo ſoon? 


Cob. To ſtop the Mouths of impertinent 


'Sollicitors. 


Cur. Why, I ſuppoſe You were- aſk'd before 


You promis'd? 
WE | Cob. 


0 


( 1). 

Cob. Not I, truly, Sir, 
Cur. A Myſtery, ſure ! 

Cob. Yes, but not of Iniquity. | 

Cur. Prithee unriddle it to me, 

Cob. Why one Evening, after the Talk of a 
New Election, I began to think of determining 
about voting at it, and put a few Queſtions to 
myſelf, If there ſhould be an Oppoſition againſt 
the Intereſt of our worthy Repreſentatives, have 
T any Reaſon to vote againſt them? Have not 
they ated the honeſt Part by their Country, of 
which I am a Part? Have not they always voted 
honeſtly, and attended conſtantly ? Have they. 
ever ſought after any Places or Penſions? Have 
not they oppos'd the Increaſe of ſuch as would 
cauſe an Increaſe of our Taxes, and of Courſe 
bring a Burden on the F recholders and other 
Subjects? Is not an Oppoſition to ſuch worthy 
Men unreaſonable? Is it not calculated by ſome 
deſigning Men, who want Penſions for their 
Sons and Places for Themſelves ? Don't it look 
as if the Oppoſers want to creep into P——, 
that they may the ſooner creep into Penſions 
or Titles? No, no, I'll vote for none ſuch. III 
ſtick to my Integrity, and ſtand to my old Text : 
The Old Intereſt for ever. 

Cur. So you promiſed Yourſelf, Thomas. 
Cob. Verily: And then I can deceive no body, 
You know, Sir. 

Cur. Why to ſpeak lainly to You, I don't 
think You are engag'd'at all: For look You, 
where there is any Contract, there muſt be two 
TR and as You had no body but Ne 
Your 


— 


as I apply to You firſt. 


(19) 5 
Your Promiſe i is void of Courſe. And ſo now 
You are at Liberty, and I hope You'll promiſe 


me for' Lord P 


r and Sir . 


Cob. Don't begin your Arguments again. You 
know you have knock'd up twice already, and 


1 ſhall be too hard for you ſtill. Since I am at 


Liberty, I ſhall hin“ for myſelf, and vote for 


the Men I approve of myſelf. Did not you go 


to Rome, Sir, for that pretty Evaſion to prove 
my Promiſe or Determination with myſelf of 
no Force. You that preach down Popery, do 


you turn Fe/uit! Pray tell me what are your 


Reſolutions upon ſerious Thoughts on any reli- 
gious Subject. Don't you think yourſelf bound 
by them to keep them. — Come, Maſter, there“ 5 
an Antidote for your Poiſon. _ 

' Cur. But, Thomas, conſider the * of the 
Men; conſider how extraordinarily they are re- 
commended by the D. of M. the Earl of M-— 4, 
and L- y S—2 K—h, &c. &c. &c. &c. 

Cob. Hey-day! great Names indeed, Sir! — 
Pray, Sir, let me aſk you one civil Queſtion, : 
Is not the firſt Perſon you mention kin tothe 


Dutch Baker in Queen Anne's Time ? 


Cur. I don't know who you mean by the 
Dutch Baker : He is' a Grandſon of the great 


Ng who made the French K—g tremble. 


Cob. Oh! then I am, fatisfy'd of his Worth, 


but am ſorry the preſent Recommender was in 


any wiſe kin to him. —l really forget what the 
Penalty is, by our Law, for a Baker here ma- 
8 his Bread under Weight. I remember a 


S121 Com- 


Py 


(20), 5 
Complaint againſt this Bo, Baker-for cheating 
{1 cannot fay how many) thouſands at every 
Meal, and for that Reaſon I don't defire to be 
related to a Dutch Baker. I won't ay any Thing 
of L—d . I hope he is not related to 
the old L—d C r, who was fin'd 30000 for 
— What was it, Sir, do you remember? I 
don't think it could be for his Honeſty; for 1 
have a better Opinion of the L—ds and CO— ns. 
If either of your Men values himſelf upon ſuch 
Kindred, I chink he eſtimates his Eſtate by its 
Lumber.—Let the Sores of Great B—-d—n lye 
cloſed; for my Part I don't deſire to rip them 
open, or expoſe them to Air, leaſt it ſhould be 
attended with a Mortiſication: And as for the 
romantic Accounts of L-—y S——2z, fay what 
you will of her, or do what you will 70 her, 
you'll ſcarce make her bluſh or brd. In 
ſhort, Sir, I cannot think theſe great Names any 
Recommendation, nor all the, &c. &c. &c. added 
. Z to them, to have any Thing to do with my 
_— ; r 1 


W 
. 


_ bs you'll vote that Way, Thomas, 1 


1 IA E Cob. Come, Sir, Bl put the Thing out of all : 
= - Diſpute; If you'll vote as I defire you, I'll vote 

the fame Way with you, Sir. ET T 
* Cur, I cannot, confiſtent with my Conſcience, 
vote for any of the Old Intereſt ; becauſe I think 
they are no Friends to the Government. 

Cob. Not I for any of the New, becauſe I know 
them to be Enemies to the Country, and, I am 
1 Oath , F ſute, 


* 
0 . - 2 8 . | 
fa} _ =_— 
4 of | 
ſure, che At] is ill « on my Side, b pl 


it is well known to every One of Common Senſes 
that an Enemy to his C Country can never be a 4 
Friend to the Crown: And therefore in my oh 
l am fatisfy'd, that -the Old Iateręſt 5 
Folks are the beſt I and I ſhall ſet you 

down in my Liſt, Maſter, as a Man of no Con- 
ſcience at al if you in any Shape, deſire me Nor 
to do, what, upon Principles of Conſcience, I 1 
am determin'd to do, Let me have no more 
prefling to dine at the Split Crow I beſeech you, 


Sir. 
my old Friend, don't be raſn.— 


Cur. But, 
We have gone in the Old Way long enough. - 
'Tis time to change. ook 

Cob. If the Old Ways are beſt, it betrays a 
fooliſh Novelty to quit them.—lI think good old 
Jerem ab, in my black Letter'd Bible, is quite 

againſt you, Maſter. — Stand yee(ſays he) in the 
Ways and ſee, and aſe for the Old Paths where 1s 
the good Way, and walk therein. You ſee, 
Maſter, the old Prophet was for old Intereſt, 
Tooth and Nail; was not he, Sir? But there 
were then ſome New Titer Chaps, who would 
not walk therein ; but they are condemned for 
their Ob/t:nary and Oppoſition. There's. a Sub- 
ject for you, Sir, next Sunday] Now you are 
convicted and convinc'd yourſelf, tell your Free- 
holders, who are at preſent in the New wrong Way, 
that they can't make too much Haſte to turn- an 
the Old, which, you know, is the Way, in 
which they frould go. 
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| cur. I believe it is pretty near Dinner Time, 
but I think I won't go to the Spht-Croy ; for I 


mas, 'good Day to you. | 


Cob. Sir your Servant. (elne) I have cur'd 
him, I ſee, plain enough. 


2 
. . 


have no great Appetite for my I inner. — Tho- | 
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Fuft publi- d in Octavo, 


I. 'F HE Oxfordſhire Conteſt : Or the Whole Con- 


troverſy between the Old and New Intereſt. 
Containing, Great Variety of Wit, Humour, and 


Argument ; Letters, Songs, Cc. Price 18. 


II. The Old and New Intereſt: Or a Sequel to 


the Oxfordſhire Conteſt. Being a complete Collection 


of all the Pieces in Proſe and Verſe, on either Side 
of the Queſtion, that have appear'd ſince the Nomi- 


nation of the New Candidates. Together with ſe- 
veral Originals never before printed: Particularly a 


Letter from a Lady of Diſtinction to Lady Suſan 


Keck, containing Obſervations on a Pamphlet entitled 
An Addreſs to the Freebolders, &c. Price 15. 


III. The Old Intereſt Diſplay d: A Dialogue be« 
tween an Alderman and a Cobler. Addreſs'd to the 


 Freehalders of Oxfordſvire. Price 34. 
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